METHODS IN MEDICAL RESEARCH, Vol. 3. Ralph W. Gerard, Editor-inchief. Chicago, The Year Book Publishers, 1950. xii + 312 pp. $7.00. This series of monographs on methods in medical research was instituted for the purpose of assembling and appraising some of the more generally accepted research techniques utilized in the solution of experimental problems in medicine, and to describe and explain certain modifications in these techniques which have been mentioned but not adequately discussed in print. This latest volume is divided into four self-contained sections: Genetics of Micro-organisms, Assay of Neuro-humors, Selected Psychomotor Measurement Methods, and Methods for Study of Peptide Structure. Distinguished workers in each of these fields of research have been invited to elaborate upon the separate disciplines involved. Individual articles within the sections frequently have critical comments appended by the section editor or another worker who exposes other aspects of methods already described or illustrates an entirely different methodological approach.
The section on genetics of micro-organisms is edited by S. E. Luria and covers the problem of investigating genetics in bacteria, yeast, and neurospora. Section II on neurohumors, edited by J. H. Gaddum, details experimental methods for the determination of acetylcholine, choline-esterase, adrenaline, and nor-adrenaline in nerves and other tissues. Most of the articles are directly practical and brief. The over-all editing performance is of good quality and the book is well indexed. References given in some of the sections unfortunately do not include titles of the articles, but each section has a fairly representative list of original sources. Naturally enough, the book suffers from the fact that methods covered within each section had to be limited to those thought to be most useful or most generally acceptable. The chief virture of Methods in Medical
Research lies in its direction of attention toward the value of critical analysis of methods. One can even imagine the influence of this series of monographs giving rise to a more widespread practice of teaching the basic methods of research. This would in itself constitute a fundamental contribution to scientific development. This edition of the well-known medical nursing text has been thoroughly revised and manifestly improved. There is a new and more readable format presenting the generally excellent material which has been carefully rewritten to include work with the newer drugs, treatments, and preventive medicine. Several early chapters have been added in an attempt to point the nursing care toward the treatment of the patient as a person. There is a brief prospectus, so-called orientation, setting the stage for the separate sections. Even the arrangement of the chapters has been improved, and a current list of references follows each subject. An intriguing clinical situation is presented with thought-provoking questions at the end of each unit, a device which should easily succeed in interesting the student. Above all, the entire text is keyed to the nursing situation as related to the individual patient. Moreover, the nursing care discussion has now been made an integral part of each section rather than as an appendix as in the previous edition.
The end result is a most usable text, and it is to be hoped that future revisions will follow frequently. The need for a text in amphibian embryology embodying information obtained by descriptive and experimental methods has been apparent for
